FANCY DRESS                      149
Soon after the Shahjahan had left Marseilles, Olga, and
five other girls with whom she had become acquainted,
decided to be a troupe of pierrettes at the fancy dress ball,
and this idea had met with the warm approval of the young
men* Before the vessel reached Port Said, the girls*
jealousy of Olga, because of her popularity with the men
on board, caused her to be anything but a persona grata
with her own sex. But their dancing partners reminded
the girls so persistently of the pierrette arrangement, that,
in order not to show their pique, Olga's five companions
decide to adhere to the plan. Consequently, when Olga
returned to make her purchases, she followed their
example and bought a short, white, full-skirted frock.
Her most ardent admirer, Carter, urged her to select
black trimmings, not coloured pompons and ruffles such
as her colleagues had chosen, and it was well for Olga's
peace of mind that Ali Beg, at the remote end of the shop,
did not witness the interest which the young subaltern
displayed in Olga's shopping. Believing that AU was
really wealthy, Olga had no qualms when she joined her
husband at the cash desk. She insisted upon carrying her
parcel herself. This, though she was unaware of it, was
a wise precaution. Her cheerfulness irritated AH so
much that, had he been in charge of the fancy costume
he would have probably succumbed to the temptation
to drop it into the sea. They returned to the Shahjaban
at nine a,m., Aaron Satz's store having opened very
early for the convenience otShabJahan passengers.
During the shopping expedition, the much talked-of
Raja had arrived on board. He was accompanied by the
impresario, Boris Vronsky, whose New Art Company was
thai performing at the Cairo Opera House. With the
prodigal liberality of his ckss, the Raja had invited
Vronsky, who had never passed through the Suez Canal,
to accompany him as far as Suez, and Vronsky, who
never objected to being entertained at the expense of
others, had accepted. The impresario very much